
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Election Year 
Guidance 



Last Updated: March 2024                     Girl Scouts of the USA 2024 Election Year Guidance | 2 

Table of Contents 
 
 

Last Updated: March 2024 
 

Letter from the CEO................................................................................................. 4 

Introduction ............................................................................................................ 5 

Commitment to Civic Education ..................................................................................... 6 

Promote the Vote ............................................................................................................... 7 

National Voter Registration Day ...................................................................................... 7 

Election Guidelines .................................................................................................. 8 

Acceptable Activities for Representatives of Girl Scouts ............................................ 11 

Activities on Your Own Time .......................................................................................... 12 

Encouraging Civic Participation by Girls ...................................................................... 12 

Prohibited Activities for 501(c)(3) Organizations ......................................................... 13 

Social Media Guidelines ................................................................................................... 14 

Frequently Asked Questions ................................................................................... 15 

Supporting Candidates and Campaigns ........................................................................ 16 

Organizing and Participating in Events ......................................................................... 17 

Using Social Media ........................................................................................................... 19 

Speaking to Reporters .................................................................................................... 20 

Appendix A: Additional Resources ......................................................................... 21 

Appendix B: Key Terms & Definitions ................................................................... 23 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Last Updated: March 2024                     Girl Scouts of the USA 2024 Election Year Guidance | 3 

Forward 
 
 

GSUSA respects that Girl Scout staff and volunteers may hold varying political opinions 
and, in their personal capacity, favor certain candidates in national, state, and local 
elections; however, any activities in your Girl Scout capacity must adhere to the GSUSA 
policy. The Internal Revenue Service as well as the Federal Election Commission (FEC) 
and state election agencies have strict rules regarding activities of 501(c)(3) organizations 
and failure to comply with them could result in the loss of GSUSA’s or your local council’s 
501(c)(3) status. 
 
If you have questions about election activities generally, elected officials, or additional 
state or local regulations that may impact your council’s operations, contact the GSUSA 
Public Policy and Advocacy Office at 202-659-3780, advocacy@girlscouts.org, or directly 
inquire to Sue Santa at ssanta@girlscouts.org. 
 
If you are GSUSA staff and you have questions about prohibited activities, contact Tara 
Herman at therman@girlscouts.org.  
 
If you have concerns regarding social media or press, contact Christa Kolodziej at 
ckolodziej@girlscouts.org. 
 

  

mailto:advocacy@girlscouts.org
mailto:ssanta@girlscouts.org
mailto:therman@girlscouts.org
mailto:ckolodziej@girlscouts.org
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Hello Girl Scouts! 
 
Civic engagement is a core element of the Girl Scout experience. We prepare our girls to 
lead and offer them the tools to confidently engage in their communities, collaborate with 
others on solutions, and create the change they want to see in the country and the world.  
 
It is in this spirit that we are excited to present our 2024 Election Year Guidance. In this 
document, you will find guidelines on how to encourage the Girl Scout tradition of civic 
engagement during election season while adhering to the rules we are bound by as a 
nonpartisan nonprofit organization that serves Girl Scouts in every zip code. 
 
We have a strong network of Girl Scout councils, national leadership and staff that are 
committed to ensuring that Girl Scouts are prepared to go out into the world and be 
informed, engaged, and involved citizens. This commitment is embedded in our Promise 
and Law and our mission to build girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make 
the world a better place. 
 
Together we can ensure that Girl Scouts acquire the knowledge and skills necessary for 
civic participation. 

 
Yours in Girl Scouting, 
 

 
 
Bonnie Barczykowski 
Chief Executive Officer 
Girl Scouts of the USA 

 
 

Letter from the CEO 
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Introduction 
 
Election season is often buzzing with activity and opportunities—it’s not unusual for Girl 
Scouts to participate! From “Promote the Vote” to Election Day activities, Girl Scouts may 
get involved and engage with their community’s civic activity. Girl Scout staff, board 
members and volunteers may also be inspired to engage.  
 
As tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organizations, GSUSA and Girl Scout councils have some 
limitations that prevent them from supporting individual candidates or engaging in other, 
specific partisan actions that could influence an election. However, there are many 
activities that are allowable. This guide serves as a reference for how Girl Scouts of the 
USA, councils, board, staff, and volunteers can safely navigate participation in the 2024 
election season while respecting the restrictions on tax-exempt charitable organizations.  

Commitment to Civic Education 
 
Through Girl Scouts, girls can experience our 
democracy firsthand. From meeting with members of 
Congress to the nationwide civic engagement project, 
“Promote the Vote,” we aim to provide a close-up view 
of our democracy to inspire service, leadership, and 
advocacy for the issues girls care about. Our civic 
education programs invite girls to dive into democracy 
and learn skills that empower them to make the world 
a better place. Our civics education badges 
consistently trend as one of the most sought-after 
badges across our entire K–12 programming. 
 
Through our civic education programs, girls are equipped for effective civic engagement 
and taking the reins of responsibility for our country and its future.  
 
Girl Scouts strongly supports actions to increase civic education opportunities, including:  
 

• Expanding girls’ access to civic education, including service-learning projects and 
informal educational programs that take place out of school. 

• Improving girls’ practical understanding of the systems, laws, and processes that 
govern society at the local, state, and federal levels.  

• Encouraging a sense of personal and community responsibility to engage in civic 
processes, such as voting.  

 
(GSUSA 2023 Federal Policy Agenda) 

  

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/about-girl-scouts/advocacy/GSUSA_2020-federal-legislative-agenda.pdf
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Promote the Vote  
 
“Promote the Vote” is a nonpolitical and nonpartisan initiative designed to increase civic 
participation. As tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organizations, GSUSA and Girl Scout councils 
cannot take sides on issues in elections or support or oppose any political candidates. 
“Promote the Vote” materials should not be used to target a particular political party or 
individuals on any one side of an issue. The focus should be on encouraging everyone, 
regardless of political party, affiliation, or beliefs, to participate in the democratic process. 
 
Instructions on how to “Promote the Vote” can be found here. 

National Voter Registration Day 
 
National Voter Registration Day is a nonpartisan civic holiday celebrating our democracy, 
celebrated on Tuesday, September 17, 2024. National Voter Registration Day seeks to 
create broad awareness of voter registration opportunities to reach tens of thousands of 
voters who may not register otherwise. Volunteers and organizations from all over the 
country will “hit the streets” in a single day of coordinated field, technology, and media 
efforts. 
 
To find more details on how to participate in National Voter Registration Day 2024, visit 
their website here.  
 
The guidelines that follow are intended to help councils understand the difference 
between permitted election activities and impermissible election intervention.  
  

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/at_home/service-projects/GSUSA_Instructions_Promote-the-Vote.pdf
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/about/
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Election Guidelines 
 

These guidelines are intended to help GSUSA and council staff, 
volunteers, and board members understand the difference between 
permitted election-related activities.  
 

The laws governing tax-exempt charitable organizations draw a 
distinction between lobbying activities and “intervening in 
elections”. While lobbying is permitted, intervening in elections is a 
violation of both GSUSA policy and the law that governs tax-
exempt organizations. There is an absolute ban on engaging in 
election-related activity.  
 

Tax-exempt charities, such as GSUSA and our councils, are allowed to educate and, within 
IRS limits, lobby elected officials and other government officials about issues that are 
important to them.  
 

The official regulations as directed by the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) as well as GSUSA’s 
official policy can be found below. 
 

The Restriction of Political Campaign Interventions for 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt 
Organizations is as follows: 
 

Under the Internal Revenue Code, all Section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely 
prohibited from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any 
political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for elective 
public office. Contributions to political campaign funds or public statements of 
position (verbal or written) made on behalf of the organization in favor of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office clearly violate the prohibition against 
political campaign activity. Violating this prohibition may result in denial or 
revocation of tax-exempt status and the imposition of certain excise taxes.  
 

Certain activities or expenditures may not be prohibited depending on the facts 
and circumstances. For example, certain voter education activities (including 
presenting public forums and publishing voter education guides) conducted in a 
non-partisan manner do not constitute prohibited political campaign activity. In 
addition, other activities intended to encourage people to participate in the 
electoral process, such as voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives, would not 
be prohibited political campaign activity if conducted in a non-partisan manner. 
 

On the other hand, voter education or registration activities with evidence of bias 
that (a) would favor one candidate over another; (b) oppose a candidate in some 
manner; or (c) have the effect of favoring a candidate or group of candidates, will 
constitute prohibited participation or intervention.  
 

(Internal Revenue Service 2023) 

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-by-section-501c3-tax-exempt-organizations
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The official GSUSA policy on intervening in elections found in the Blue Book of Basic 
Documents is as follows:  
  

Political and Legislative Activity  
 

Girl Scouts of the United States of America and any Girl Scout council or other 
organization holding a Girl Scouts of the United States of America credential may 
not, nor may they authorize anyone on their behalf to, participate or intervene 
directly or indirectly in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any 
candidate for public office; or participate in any legislative activity or function 
which contravenes the laws governing tax-exempt organizations.  
 
(Blue Book of Basic Documents 2023)  

 
This Election Year Guidance provides an overview of federal guidelines and how to 
navigate them. 
 
Note that each state also has its own laws regulating organizations’ activities related to 
state and local candidates. If at any point you have any questions about your state or 
federal regulations, contact the GSUSA Public Policy and Advocacy Office at 202-659-
3780 or advocacy@girlscouts.org, who can assist you with questions about what is 
appropriate during election season. 
 
Additional state-by-state resources are provided in Appendix A: Additional Resources.

https://girlscouts.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/gc/onbd/Blue%20Book/BlueBook_July_2023_English%20Language.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=5e1j7u
mailto:advocacy@girlscouts.org
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Acceptable Activities for Representatives of 
Girl Scouts 
 
It is acceptable for representatives of Girl Scouts, in their staff or 
volunteer capacity, to engage in the following activities: 
 

• Host and participate in nonpartisan “get out the vote” 
registration drives. Registration may not be limited to a 
particular political party or on behalf of a specific political party or candidate or 
targeted to individuals that express certain views on an issue. * 

• Share unbiased, nonpartisan voter guides that include all candidates and 
information presented in a neutral manner. *  

• Invite your elected officials to major council events, such as Gold Award 
ceremonies or other community events, hosted by your council as long as the 
elected official is clear that they are being invited in his or her capacity as an 
elected official, not as a candidate. The elected official cannot use their speaking 
time as an election-related platform, and it is good practice to remind the elected 
official of your Girl Scout council’s 501(c)(3) organization status ahead of time. 

• Keep your Members of Congress, Governor, state legislators and all other local 
policy makers informed regarding your council’s work. For example, you may 
continue to mail to your elected officials’ newsletters, key press releases, fact 
sheets, annual reports, and other relevant council publications with your position 
on legislative proposals (including ballot measures)1 and other public issues.  

• Write, visit, or call your Members of Congress, Governor, state legislator and all 
other local policy makers to educate them about issues that are important to you 
or to encourage their support of or opposition to legislation, especially when Girl 
Scout or girl issues arise.  

 
*The IRS has more detailed guidance on the facts and circumstances that may cause these activities to be 
considered impermissible electoral activity rather than permissible nonpartisan voter education or 
nonpartisan encouragement of participation in the electoral process. For example, voter guides should cover 
a wide range of issues selected on the basis of their importance and interest to the electorate as a whole, 
questions to candidates cannot evidence a bias on the issues, and the content and structure of a guide should 
not evidence a bias. For more details, see IRS Rev. Rul. 2007-41. Further, your funders may have restrictions 
in their grant agreements about use of their funds for these activities. Be sure to check your grant agreement 
and with the funder before using any grant funds for this purpose. 

 
 
 
 
1 Ballot initiatives are considered “lobbying” under federal law but may be subject to special rules in your state.  Check 
with your local council or with one of the organizations referenced in Appendix A if you are considering supporting a 
ballot initiative in your state. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/rr2007-41.pdf
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Activities on Your Own Time 
 
You may campaign on behalf of a political candidate as an individual on your own time, 
without reference to your role as a Girl Scout employee or volunteer. You may not use Girl 
Scouts computers, phones, or other resources or wear a Girl Scout uniform to do so. 

Encouraging Civic Participation by Girls 
 
As the nation’s premier organization for girls, it is our mission to build girls of courage, 
confidence and character who will make the world a better place. What better way for us 
to help girls grow strong than to teach them the importance of using their voice by 
participating in upcoming elections.  
 
Girl Scout staff and volunteers can educate girls about the election process and 
encourage them to participate in the following activities: 
 

• Going to the polls with an adult on Election Day.  
• Participating in GSUSA’s “Promote the Vote” initiative.  
• Encouraging your Girl Scouts to use their Girl Scout Award Service Projects  to 

encourage and educate others on the importance of civic engagement, such as She 
Rocks the Vote. 

• Creating your own council-specific patch program to ensure Girl Scouts 
understand their federal and state electoral processes, the core functions of 
government, and encourage members of their community to vote, such as Girl 
Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts’ I Promised a Girl Scout I’d Vote.  

 

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/at_home/service-projects/GSUSA_Instructions_Promote-the-Vote.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-stories/girl-scouts/gold-award/gold-award-rock-the-vote.html
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-stories/girl-scouts/gold-award/gold-award-rock-the-vote.html
https://www.gsema.org/content/dam/girlscoutseasternmass-redesign/documents/girl-program/patch-promised-vote.pdf
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Prohibited Activities for 501(c)(3) Organizations  
 
We all know that political campaign intervention includes expressly endorsing a 
candidate or stating “vote for” or “vote against” a candidate. However, the IRS interprets 
“intervening in political campaigns” broadly to also include implied endorsements (verbal 
or written) and any other actions that might help or hurt a candidate’s chances for 
election. The IRS takes a facts-and-circumstances approach. This guidance was 
developed with that in mind. 
 
Below are several examples of activity that could constitute intervening in elections. 
Please note that this list is not exhaustive and should you have additional questions, 
contact the GSUSA Public Policy and Advocacy Office at 202-659-3780 or 
advocacy@girlscouts.org.  
 
When acting as a representative of Girl Scouts, you may not: 
 

• Endorse any candidate for public office.  
• Distribute campaign materials, including flyers, postcards, newsletters, or signage.  
• Provide public opinions about a candidate.  
• Mobilize constituents to support or defeat a candidate.  

• Influence in any other way the nomination or election of someone to a federal, 
state, or local public office or to an office in a political organization.  

• Wear official Girl Scouts uniforms or other insignia to a political campaign event, 
fundraiser, or other campaign related activities, even during non-work hours. 

• Wear campaign buttons on the Girl Scout uniform at any time, as well as on non-
Girl Scout apparel while conducting official Girl Scout business.  

 
You are prohibited from using council resources to do any of the following: 
 

• Use official Girl Scout letterhead, office email, computers, or social media accounts 
to write in support or opposition of a candidate.  

• Allow a political candidate to use any council office space or property for a 
campaign event.  

• Provide an email list to candidates, political parties or politically active 501 (c)(4) 
organizations.  

• Coordinate or host council site visits, activities or other functions with a candidate 
running for office.  

• Host a flag ceremony to open a political campaign event for individual candidates 
or for events favoring one political party.  

• Make a payment from any Girl Scout-related account or make financial 
contributions to candidates or political parties on behalf of Girl Scouts (even if 
from a non-Girl Scout account), meaning any payment, loan, deposit, gift, or other 
transfer of anything of value.  

• Ask candidates to endorse the Girl Scouts platform and publicize their responses. 

mailto:advocacy@girlscouts.org
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Social Media Guidelines  
 

When acting as a representative of Girl Scouts, you may use social media to:  
 

• Teach girls about the importance of participating in the election process. 
• Raise awareness about a nonpartisan voter registration drive. 
• Encourage voting (“get out the vote”) in a nonpartisan manner. 

  
When acting as a representative of Girl Scouts, you may not use social media to: 
  

• Endorse a candidate or political party.  
• Publish content that explicitly or implicitly supports or opposes a candidate, such 

as a statement that acknowledges a candidate for being a former Girl Scout. 
• Reshare content published by a candidate, campaign, or political organization, 

even if the content features or expresses support for Girl Scouts.  
• Engage in social media activity that may be interpreted as supporting or opposing 

a candidate, such as “liking,” “friending,” or “following” a candidate. 
• Share links to websites that discuss specific candidates, such as an online news 

article or blog post.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
This section addresses some of the most frequently asked questions GSUSA has received 
in recent years. Please note that the answers provided below are context-specific and 
dependent on the facts and circumstances of the given scenario. If you have additional 
questions, contact the GSUSA Public Policy and Advocacy Office at 202-659-3780 or 
advocacy@girlscouts.org.  

Supporting Candidates and Campaigns 
 

Can I volunteer for a campaign on my own time? 
 
Yes, but be aware of some limitations. 
 
Girl Scout employees are not prohibited from participating in political campaign activities, 
such as volunteering for a campaign, in their personal capacity on their own time (e.g., 
weekends or evenings). However, you should not use Girl Scout resources to do so or 
represent that you are acting as an employee or volunteer of Girl Scouts.  
 
If someone does identify you as working for or representing the Girl Scouts, reply, “I am 
here in my own personal capacity and I am not representing the organization.”  
 
It is not appropriate to wear a Girl Scout pin or uniform at any campaign events that you 
are attending in your personal capacity. For more information, please refer to the Election 
Guidelines section of this toolkit. 
 
What if a member of our council’s staff wants to run for public office?  
  
Yes, but with some cautions and restrictions.  
  
Council staff and board members may run for office in their individual capacity, provided 
they campaign during their own personal time and use their own resources, and it must be 
clear that they are not acting on behalf of your organization.  
 
They are not permitted to use Girl Scout branding, Girl Scout mailing lists, or other Girl 
Scout resources for campaigning purposes, including using council’s website, social media 
accounts, or newsletters to advertise or fundraise for their campaign. See “Prohibited 
Activities for 501(c)(3) Organizations” on page 14 for further details.  
  
Under some circumstances, staff may need to take a leave of absence during their 
campaign.  
 
 

 

mailto:advocacy@girlscouts.org


 

Last Updated: March 2024                     Girl Scouts of the USA 2024 Election Year Guidance | 17 

Generally, their affiliation with Girl Scouts should not be mentioned. In any material in 
which their employment or volunteer affiliation with Girl Scouts is mentioned as part of 
their biographical background, it should be stated that their affiliation is being 
acknowledged for identification only and no endorsement by the organization is implied. 
  
Note, however, that a Girl Scout Council may impose greater limitations on staff and/or 
board members running for or holding public office. 
  
If you have additional questions, please contact Sue Santa at ssanta@girlscouts.org or Tara 
Herman at therman@girlscouts.org.  
 
I serve in a leadership role at my council and in my community. I’m often asked to 
donate to campaigns, attend fundraising events, and publicly endorse candidates. 
Are these activities permitted?  
 
Yes, in your personal capacity and with personal resources, but not in your official role as 
a council leader.  
 
These activities are permitted on your own time and without using your Girl Scout council 
affiliation. Council leaders should also not use council resources to make campaign 
donations or communicate their personal endorsement using their Girl Scout affiliation or 
title, including not using their council’s website, social media accounts, email lists, and 
newsletters. Additionally, council leaders may not make partisan comments at council 
functions or in council publications.  

 
As a representative of Girl Scouts, can I publicly acknowledge a candidate for being 
a former Girl Scout?  
 
No. The IRS has construed intervening in a political campaign far more broadly than 
express statements of “vote for” or “vote against” a candidate. Statements made by or on 
behalf of Girl Scouts acknowledging a candidate for being a former Girl Scout may be 
viewed as statements of support by Girl Scouts for that candidate. 

Organizing and Participating in Events 
 
Can troops organize voter registration drives and get-out-the-vote campaigns? 
 
Yes, voter registration and education efforts conducted in a nonpartisan matter are 
permitted. However, such activities may not be conducted in a way that favors one 
candidate over another, opposes a candidate in some manner, or has the effect of favoring 
a candidate or group of candidates. If you partner with another organization to host 
registration or education efforts, that organization must be nonpartisan.  

 
 
 

mailto:ssanta@girlscouts.org
mailto:therman@girlscouts.org
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What if the elected official we are meeting with or inviting to our event is running 
for re-election? 
 
You may meet with an elected official during election season so long as the meeting is 
being conducted as part of that official’s regular business, and not a campaign event. 
 
It is permissible to educate and lobby elected officials, including those running for 
reelection, and to invite them to council events. However, we recommend several 
precautions to ensure that your actions are not misconstrued as an endorsement. If you 
invite an elected official to Gold Award ceremonies or other events hosted by your council, 
make clear to the elected official that they are being invited in their capacity as an elected 
official, not as a candidate, and cannot use their speaking time as an election-related 
platform. 
 
It is a good practice to send a letter or email to the official office prior to the event 
reminding them that your Girl Scout council is a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization that 
cannot support or oppose candidates and that he or she cannot mention their candidacy, 
hand out campaign literature, use speaking time to discuss their election platform, or use 
photos from the event in their campaign materials. 
 
Additionally, communicate with their official office, not their campaign office. 
 
We have provided a sample note below:  
 

To [OFFICIAL OFFICE], 
 
We look forward to welcoming [ELECTED OFFICIAL NAME] to [EVENT NAME] on 
[DATE].  
 
As our event is only a few [DAYS/WEEKS] away, I just wanted to send a reminder 
that [COUNCIL NAME] is a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization that cannot support 
or oppose any candidates running for election. We are pleased to have you attend 
our event in your official capacity as our elected representative. We respectfully 
remind you not to mention your candidacy, hand out campaign literature, use 
speaking time to discuss your campaign platform, or use photos from our event in 
your campaign materials.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
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A troop has been invited to do the pledge of allegiance at a debate. Are girls in 
uniform allowed to participate in campaign events?  
 
Here, context matters! Girl Scouts troops should not provide resources—such as 
participating in a flag ceremony or encouraging attendance—for a partisan event.  
 
However, doing the pledge of allegiance at a nonpartisan debate might be more 
appropriate. Use your judgment and be mindful of the guidance in this document to avoid 
any implied endorsements or candidate support. 

Using Social Media  
 
Can Girl Scouts reshare content published by a candidate if it mentions Girl Scouts?  
 
No. 
 
A candidate may speak favorably about Girl Scouts and there may be a desire to share that 
statement to show others talking about Girl Scouts in a positive light. You cannot control 
what candidates say, but circulating their statements creates a risk that the Girl Scouts 
will be viewed as promoting that candidate. Avoid posting, retweeting, or otherwise 
sharing video of a candidate talking about the Girl Scouts, to lessen the risk of an implicit 
endorsement.  
 
What if a candidate posts a photo of Girl Scouts on their campaign website or social 
media account? 
 
You cannot control what a candidate does, but you may need to ask them to take it down 
or issue a statement distancing yourself from the post, depending on the context and how 
it might be perceived. 
 
While councils are responsible for the content on their own website and social media 
accounts, they cannot control and therefore are not responsible for the content shared by 
others, including candidates. However, if a candidate does begin using photos of your 
council’s activities in their campaign in a manner that suggests the council is supporting 
the candidate, to avoid the perception of an endorsement, we recommend contacting the 
campaign, explaining that Girl Scouts is a nonpartisan tax-exempt public charity that 
cannot endorse candidates, and ask them to stop using the photo. 
 
Refrain from sending photos to candidates, resharing, liking, or commenting on photos 
posted by candidates on social media, or otherwise sanctioning photos and other council 
resources for partisan use.  
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Speaking to Reporters  
 
What if a reporter asks about Girl Scouts’ view on a candidate’ positions or 
statements? 
 
You may not state a view on any candidate on behalf of or as a voice of Girl Scouts. 
 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, your council cannot take positions on political candidates. 
Advise the reporter of your limitation, hard stop.  
 
If contacted by a reporter about Girl Scouts’ view on a candidate, please contact Christa 
Kolodziej at GSUSA Communications at ckolodziej@girlscouts.org. 
 
If you receive media inquiries, we recommend providing the following statement: 
 

“Our council, like all Girl Scout councils, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to build girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a 
better place. As a tax-exempt charitable organization, we cannot and do not take 
positions on candidates or political parties. We work with all of our leaders in 
government, regardless of party affiliation, to advocate on behalf of the Girl Scout 
Movement and girls across the United States. For further information, please 
contact GSUSA’s Communications Team at media@girlscouts.org." 

 

mailto:ckolodziej@girlscouts.org
mailto:media@girlscouts.org
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GSUSA Resources 

• 118th Congress-Council Match Binder (Internal) 
• 2024 Election Calendar 
• GSUSA Civic Engagement Programming 
• February 2024 Election Guidance Part I Webinar Recording 

 
External Resources  
Bolder Advocacy (Alliance for Justice) 

• Rules of the Game: A Guide to Election Related Activities for 501(c)(3) Organizations 
(2nd Edition) 

• Nonpartisan Candidate Education: How 501(c)(3)s Can Talk to Candidates During an 
Election Year 

• Election Activities of Individuals Associated with 501(c)(3) Organizations 
• Board Members and Election Year Activities 
• Keeping Nonpartisan During Election Season 
• Practical Guidance: Nonprofit Voter Assistance Series (by State) 
• For state specific guidance, Bolder Advocacy offers a free technical assistance 

hotline: 866-NP-LOBBY (866-675-6229) 
  
Independent Sector 

• Nonprofit Voter Engagement Playbook 
• Nonpartisan Resource Guide for Nonprofits 

 
League of Women Voters  

• Vote411 
 
National Council of Nonprofits 

• Political Campaign Activities – Risks to Tax-Exempt Status 
 
Nonprofit Vote 

• Staying Nonpartisan: Permissible Election Activities Checklist 
• How to Talk to Voters 

 
U.S. Internal Revenue Service 

• Frequently Asked Questions About the Ban on Political Campaign Intervention by 
501(c)(3) Organizations 

 

Additional Resources 

https://girlscoutsconnect.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Advocacy/EXWE_bNPz41PtnCXJfa2Y2sBYA81bIENfGTTMl0uuueeYQ?e=bzoTtw
https://girlscouts.sharepoint.com/teams/CEO/ppa/Congress/118th%20Congress/118th%20Congress-Council%20Match%20Binder%20(1).pdf#search=council%20match%20binder
https://girlscouts.sharepoint.com/teams/CEO/ppa/Congress/118th%20Congress/118th%20Congress-Council%20Match%20Binder%20(1).pdf#search=council%20match%20binder
https://www.wrike.com/shared/calendars/?token=eyJ0IjoiY3R2cCIsImFsZyI6IkhTNTEyIn0.eyJhIjoyMDg5NDIxLCJyIjoiVVMiLCJpZCI6MTMzMTUwMSwiZXhwIjozMjUwMzcwODgwMCwiaWF0IjoxNzA2MjAyODE4fQ.uRH0ECOXk5gVcDZ5jY-XJ-jFpK0jC7T52XVrrShaYImYJ3WjB1untI3xCN5irYgSmp2aolul_9_lfzasUqTf2w
https://girlscoutsconnect.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Advocacy/Ebd2rh6_LPpFgdxldY4CksUBCbwVeyDu7GiDxH1FMYdgOw?e=dcQSp9
https://girlscoutsconnect.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Advocacy/EbVyRUPfkWBOrlopqo2I3z0B8y_-f6Nl_L4QSPcCIoPYDg?e=EmUuTB
https://afj.org/resource/the-rules-of-the-game-a-guide-to-election-related-activities-for-501c3-organizations/
https://afj.org/resource/the-rules-of-the-game-a-guide-to-election-related-activities-for-501c3-organizations/
https://afj.org/resource/nonpartisan-candidate-education-how-501c3s-can-talk-to-candidates-during-an-election-year/
https://afj.org/resource/nonpartisan-candidate-education-how-501c3s-can-talk-to-candidates-during-an-election-year/
https://afj.org/resource/election-activities-of-individuals-associated-with-501c3-organizations/
https://afj.org/resource/election-activities-of-individuals-associated-with-501c3-organizations/
https://afj.org/resource/board-members-and-election-year-activities-2/
https://afj.org/resource/board-members-and-election-year-activities-2/
https://afj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Keeping-Nonpartisan-During-Election-Season.pdf
https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/practical-guidance-nonprofit-voter-assistance-series/
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/NPVEP-Playbook.pdf
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/NPVEP-Playbook.pdf
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Nonpartisan-Resource-Guide-To-Save-The-2020-Election-Voter-Engagment-Resource-10.1.20.pdf
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Nonpartisan-Resource-Guide-To-Save-The-2020-Election-Voter-Engagment-Resource-10.1.20.pdf
https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/running-nonprofit/governance-leadership/political-campaign-activities-risks-tax-exempt-status
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/running-nonprofit/governance-leadership/political-campaign-activities-risks-tax-exempt-status
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/NPVEP-Playbook.pdf
https://independentsector.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/NPVEP-Playbook.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Script.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Script.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-ban-on-political-campaign-intervention-by-501c3-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-ban-on-political-campaign-intervention-by-501c3-organizations
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Candidate – Any individual who offers himself, or is proposed by others, as a contestant 
for an elective public office, whether such office be national, state, or local. (Internal 
Revenue Service 2023) 
 
Electioneering – To take an active part in an election, specifically to work for the election 
of a candidate or party. (Merriam Webster 2024)  
 
Federal Election Commission (FEC) – The Federal Election Commission (FEC) is the 
independent regulatory agency charged with administering and enforcing the federal 
campaign finance law. The FEC has jurisdiction over the financing of campaigns for the 
U.S. House, Senate, Presidency and the Vice Presidency. (Federal Election Commission) 
 
Internal Revenue Code (IRC) – The Constitution gives Congress the power to tax. 
Congress typically enacts Federal tax law in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. The 
sections of the IRC can be found in Title 26 of the United States Code (26 USC), linked here. 
 
Political Campaign Intervention – Defined as “participating in, or intervening in 
(including the publishing or distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf 
of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.” (Internal Revenue Service 2023)  
 
Examples of political campaign intervention include expressly endorsing a candidate or 
stating “vote for” or “vote against” a candidate. However, the IRS has interpreted 
intervening in political campaigns broadly to also include implied endorsements (verbal or 
written) and any other actions that might tend to help or hurt a candidate’s chances for 
election.  
 
Public Office – An office created by a constitution or legislative act, having a definite 
tenure, and involving the power to carry out some governmental function, including 
school boards. (Merriam Webster 2024) 

Key Terms & Definitions 
 

    
  

https://www.stayexempt.irs.gov/home/existing-organizations/political-campaigns-and-charities
https://www.stayexempt.irs.gov/home/existing-organizations/political-campaigns-and-charities
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/electioneer
https://www.fec.gov/about/mission-and-history/
https://uscode.house.gov/
https://www.stayexempt.irs.gov/home/existing-organizations/political-campaigns-and-charities
https://www.merriam-webster.com/legal/public%20office
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