girl scouts
of the desert southwest
southern new mexico
& west texas

May
2025 Newsletter

Upcoming
in May

LEGO® Derby Race in El Paso - Saturday, May 3, 2025

Mother’s Day - Sunday, May 11, 2025

Service Unit Roundtable - Tuesday, May 13, 2025

Girl Scout Offices Closed for Memorial Day - Monday, May 26, 2025




Girl Scout Registration

Early Bird starting April 1

This Early Bird Packet is your exclusive invitation to become an Early Bird Troop or
Early Bird Service Unit and unlock exciting perks. Inside, you’ll find everything you
need to get a jumpstart on another unforgettable Girl Scout year!

Individual Reward
e Every Girl Scout renewed by June 30, 2025, will receive a FREE Early Bird
patch to proudly showcase her commitment to another year of adventure!
e Every individual will receive a $5 off certificate for a $10 minimum pretax
purchase! These will be mailed to each household.

Troop Rewards - Be an Early Bird Troop!
e Fall Product Program - Earn an additional $0.10 per nut/candy item sold!
e Cookie Program - Earn an additional $0.05 per package sold!

Service Unit Rewards - Be an Early Bird Service Unit!

o Service Units that meet the criteria listed in 2026 Early Bird Packet will earn a
$100 gift certificate to the council shop!

View 2025 Early Bird Packet Here
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https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/2025%20Early%20Bird%20Packet%20(MY26).pdf

Girl Scout New Registration

Extended Year

For the 2026 membership year
(October 1, 2025-September 30, 2026),
Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA)
has set the annual national membership dues at:

$45 for girl members
$30 for adult members

Extended Year Membership (April 1-July 31, 2025)
New members who join during this window can opt
into the Extended Year Membership, which covers
both the remainder of the current year and the full
following membership year. The standard dues for this
option are:

$63 for girls
$42 for adults

However, as a one-time offer to help offset rising costs,
new members signing up during the Extended Year
window will receive a $10 discount on their
membership. This means:

Girls pay $53 instead of $63
Adults pay $32 instead of $42

This discount is only available to new members and is
meant to provide a little financial relief as prices rise
across many areas of life.



Girl Scout Movement

2026 Girl Scout Convention
July 20-25, 2026

Join us (and 10,000+ Girl Scouts) at the 2026 Girl Scout Convention in Washington, DC, as we
celebrate the spirit, individuality, and self-confidence that make Girl Scouts shine.

This special six-day gathering only happens once every three years and will take place at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. Convention kicks off with our 58th National Council
Session (NCS) from July 20-22, where delegates from around the country and overseas gather to
vote on and discuss issues important to our Movement, and elect leaders for the next triennium.

After NCS, from July 23-25, thousands more Girl Scouts (and alums, families, and non-members)
stream into town for a multi-day event featuring interactive workshops, inspiring speakers, and
once-in-a- lifetime adventures that spark forever friendships.

Girl Scouts Nation’s Capital is our host council. We are grateful for their hospitality and support in
preparing for and carrying out this important event for our Movement.




Product Program

Fall Product Timeline

Monday, May 19, 2025 - SU Fall Product Names due to info@gsdsw.org
Thursday, July 10, 2025 - Initial Troop FP Coordinator list due to info@gsdsw.org
Week of July 28, 2025 - In-person training for SU Chairs/SU Representatives
Sunday, August 10. 2025 - Last Day for Girl move/ remove from troops

Sunday, September 1, 2025 - Fall Product Campaign begins
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Cookie Recognition Classes and Events

Thursday, May 1, 2025 - Crocs and Jibbitz with design class (2nd offering) - online

Thursday, May 8, 2025 - Mini-projector with foldable screen movie class (1st offering) - online
Friday - Sunday, May 9 - May 11, 2025 - Roswell Alien Excursion - Roswell

Tuesday, May 13, 2025 - Mini-projector with foldable screen movie class (1st offering) - online
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 - iPad with Cyber Safety Class (1st offering) - online

Thursday, May 22, 2025 - iPad with Cyber Safety Class (2nd offering) - online

Cookie Recognitions

Cookie Recognitions are slowly coming into the El Paso office. We apologize for the any delay,
however, shipping times have increased over the past several months.
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STEM Career Badge Workshop

Join Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest as we explore what your future holds.

Not a Girl Scout? That's ok, you can join us to learn about Girl Scouts, make new friends,
and have fun. Become a Girl Scout member at the event.

Already a Girl Scout? Bring a friend and introduce her to all the fun!

@

Daisy (grades K - 1)
Wednesday, May 7, 2025

600 PM - 7:30 PMMDT

E Paso Girl Scout Council Office

out Way, El Paso, TX 79924

Min/Max: 5/20 girls
Registration: bitps://biLy/SCDEP25
Registraton deadine: Monday, Aprl 28, 2025 @
Brownie (srades 2-3)
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‘Wednesday, May 21,2025
6:00PM -7:30 PMMDT
Bl Paso Girl Scout Council Office girlscouts’
9700 Girl Scout Way, El Paso, TX 79924
Min/Max: 5720 girs Bwest texas
Registration Iv/SCIEP2S
Registration deadline: Monday, May 12,202 s‘I'EM nareer Badge wsrksnnn

‘Wednesday, May 28, 2025
6:00PM-7:30 P)
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Cost:S15
Registration:
Registration dea
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of the desert southest
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STEM career Badge'

“10), f the Desert Southwest as we explore what your future holds.
Nota Girl Scout? That’s ok, you can join us to learn about Girl Scouts, make new
friends, and have fun. Become a Girl Scout member at the event.
Already a Girl Scout? Bring a friend and introduce her to all the fun!

Daisy (grades K- 1)

Thursday, May1,2025

600 PM - 7:30 PMMDT

Morning Star United Methodist Church

2941 Moring Star Dr., Las Cruces, NM, 85011

CostiSIS00  Min/Ma5/20gis
Registration: htps:
Rt ation esdine: Nonday, AprI8, 2025
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Tuesday, May 6,2025.
6:00PM -7:30 PMMDT
Morning Star United Methodist Church
2041 Morning Star Dr. Las Cruces, NM, 83011
Cost:$15  Min/Max: 5/20girls
Registration: hitps://bitIy/SCIEP2025
Registration deadline: Monday, April 28, 2025

dline: Monday, May 19, 2025

Saturday, May 3, 2025

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM MDT

University United Methodist Church

2000, Locust St Las Cruces, NM, 88011

Cost:S15  Min/Max: 5/20 girls

Registration: hitps://bitJy/SCBEP2025
Mond: 1

(grade11-12)
Tuesday, May 13,2025 L

600 PM - 7:30 PM MDT

Morning Star United Methodist Church

2041 Morning Star Dr. Las Cruces, NM, 85011
ComSls  MmpeEoaOEs

Not a Gir

asweex

1Scout? Th;[ mk youcanjoinus folears  Registration deadline: Mondi) vxays 2025

friends, and have fun. Become a Girl Scou!
Already a Girl Scout? Bring a friend and introduce her to all the fun!

G)

Daisy (grades K - 1)

Odessa Girl Scout Council Office
5217 N. Dixie, Odessa, TX 79762

Cosisi500 MinMax5/20 g

Registration: https://bitly/SCDOD25

Regitration deadlin: Monday, May 12,2025 @
Brownie (grades 2 3)

Friday 5
600 PM - 7:30 PM CDT

Odessa Girl Scout Council Office
5217 N. Dixie, Odessa, TX 79762
Gost:$I5  Min/Max: /20 girls
Registration: htps://bity

1, May 12,2025

Saturday, May 24,2025

5217N. Dixie, Odessa, TX 79762
CostiSI5  Min/Max: 5120 irls
Registration: hitpsi/bitly/SCIOD25
Registration deadline: Monday, May 12,2025

Wednesday, May 28,2025

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM CDT

Odessa Girl Scout Council Office
5217 N. Dixie, Odessa, TX 79762
Min/\ax:5/20irls

Cost:s15
Registration: hitps://bit)y/SCCSAOD25.

Registration deadline: Monday, May 19,2025
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May Badge
Programs

STEM
Career
Badge

United

rogram

Join GSDSW in El Paso, Las Cruces, and Odessa to explore
what the future holds!

Each program is level-specific and girls receive the badge
upon completion! Share the fun and bring a “Not Yet”
Girl Scout with you! Cost per girl is $15.

El Paso

Daisy - Wednesday, May 7, 2025

Brownie - Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Junior - Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Cadette - Ambassador - Wednesday, May 28, 2025

Las Cruces

Daisy - Thursday, May 1, 2025

Brownie - Saturday, May 3, 2025

Junior - Tuesday, May 6, 2025

Cadette - Ambassador - Tuesday, May 13, 2025

Odessa

Daisy - Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Brownie - Friday, May 23, 2025

Junior - Saturday, May 24, 2025

Cadette - Ambassador - Wednesday, May 28, 2025



https://bit.ly/SCDEP25
https://bit.ly/SCBEP25
https://bit.ly/SCJEP25
https://bit.ly/SCCSAEP25
https://bit.ly/SCDEP2025
https://bit.ly/SCBEP2025
https://bit.ly/SCJEP2025
https://bit.ly/4jmYBQM
https://bit.ly/SCDOD25
https://bit.ly/SCBOD25
https://bit.ly/SCJOD25
https://bit.ly/SCCSAOD25

Program

May Monthly Challenge
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Aterrartum Is like an aquarlum, but for plants Instead
of fich. Tt s made In just about any glass contalner. Tt
Is planted to look like a minlature garden or forest
encloged In itz own little wozld.

You can caslly make a beauttful terrarlum yourself.
First, you want all the plants to thrive in the same
Kind of environment. For example, you could plant all
succulents (Including cactus), because they need very little water. Or you could plant
all ferns, because they like It molst. You could put moss with the ferns, bacause moss

Click here to view all the exciting new B e s ot o e S gt

(the fern Lf 1t gets too dry, the cactus IfIt gets too wet).

You can use an open contalner or a closed (sealed) container.

programs and returning favorites. s

Aclosed, or sealed, container (with a lid) might be best for ferns, Ivies, and begonlas.
They like it humid. But If you see a lot of water condensing on the lid, remove It for a
whils, then replace It

For any terarlum, you need:

- Clear glass contalner. For example, aquarium of any slze, goldfish bowl,
cookle jar, plekle jax, vase with a broad bottom, brandy snifter, or even a
shallow dizh with a glass bowl turned upslde-down over It.

Rocks (around marble sized, depending on the size of container)

Activated charcoal to filter the water and help prevent growth of fungl (1
making an open terrarlum, you won't need this)

Potting Soll (sterilized Iz recommendad)

Small plants of different colors, shapes, & textures. Try to get minlature plants
that aren’t going to grow too big for the contalner

www.gsdsworg 4 info@gsdsworg @ 915-566-9433

PARTICIPATE IN OUR PREGAME PARADE OF TROOPS AND SHOW YOUR GIRL SCOUT
PRIDE BY BRINGING YOUR VEST AND BANNER{

FRIDAY, JUNE 6 /-,

GATES OPEN AT 5:30 PM | FIRST PITCH AT 6:35 PM

m— Girl Scout Day at the Chihuahuas
25a Friday, June 6, 2025
Ble i s Call Janine at 915-242-2005
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T0 PURCHASE, PLEASE CONTACT JANINE QUIROZ
CALL OR TEXT: 515'24?'2“05 | EMAIL: JQUIROZEEPCHIHUAHUAS.COM
'YOU WILL BE CONTACTED WHEN YOUR TICKETS AND PATCHES ARE READY FOR PICKUP

scout®
girlscout
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You Create it - Art Weekend

ut
southern new mexi
& west texas

ymﬁvmfc /- GO Weeckend Saturday, June 7, 2025
boos b 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM CDT

Girl Scout Program Center

. . o
201, Denigas, Midland, T 75705 Girl Scout Program Center, 901 W. Dengar, Midland, TX
Join the Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest to create one-of-a-kind works of
art where YOU are the artist! There will be a variety of hands-on art activities
from quilling to stamp making to plein air painting and more! Visit any art
station and stay as long as you like or jump from station to station and see it all!

Not G cou?Tha's ok you can ol s foam bout O et e Join the Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest to create one-of-a-kind
Already a Girl Scout? Bring a friend and introduce her to all the fun! . . .
R works of art where YOU are the artist! There will be a variety of

R hands-on art activities from quilling to stamp making to plein air

sisterhood with songs, skits, s'mores, and a campfire.
Sunday morning learn the "Art of Packing" before you head home at

o sty e e painting and more! Visit any art station and stay as long as you like
T or jump from station to station and see it all!

Adults are free but you must register.
SLEEP-OUT WITH DINNER: $25 per person.*
You must attend the daytime event to attend the sleep out with dinner.
If your troop is attending, you must make ratio!
*Adults must be registered Girl Scout members with an approved

Registration Deadline: Monday, May 26, 2025, 5:00 PM MDT

Registration Deadline: Monday, May 26, 2025, 5:00 PM MDT

m— Registration: https://bit.ly/artwkndMD



https://www.gsdsw.org/en/discover/activities/event-calendar.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/discover/activities/event-calendar.html
https://bit.ly/May25_TerrBldg
https://bit.ly/artwkndMD
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/program-flyers/Girl%20Scout%20Sleepover%202025%20(1).png
https://bit.ly/artwkndMD
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/program-flyers/Girl%20Scout%20Sleepover%202025%20(1).png

Program

Volunteer Conference 2025

SAVE THE DATE!
September 26 - 28, 2025 at Camp Mitre Peak

The is volunteer conference is for YOU and we want YOUR input for
sessions, activities, nighttime programs. Join the Volunteer
Conference Committee!

Email info@gsdsw.org if you would like to volunteer to help make this
the best volunteer conference ever!

Thanks to suggestions from YOU, our theme will be Harry Potter!

Looking for Gold Award Committee Volunteers

Each year, Girl Scouts at the Senior and Ambassador levels embark on their journey to earn the
prestigious Gold Award. These remarkable young women are role models who tackle real-world
issues with courage, confidence, and character - making lasting, meaningful changes in their
communities.

You can continue championing these future change-makers by actively supporting their
efforts. One meaningful way to do this is by becoming a part of our Gold Award Advisory
Committee. Their success is only possible with the guidance and encouragement of dedicated
adults like you.

As a member, you will:
e QOversee and support Gold Award applicants
e Participate in project interviews
e Mentor girls throughout their Gold Award journey
e Help build a strong, supportive community around our Girl Scouts

If you’re interested in joining this rewarding opportunity, please email us at info@gsdsw.org to
request an application and receive more information. We would be honored to have you as part
of this inspiring team.



Engagement

Looking for Volunteers!

I?ﬁ

Saturday, May 10, 2025 Saturday, May 17, 2025
Spring Into Health Fair El Paso Kids to Park Day
YWCA Lomaland Park
313 Bartlett Dr. 709 Lomita Drive
El Paso, Texas 79912 El Paso, Texas 79907
Shift 1: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM MDT Shift 1: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM MDT
Shift 2:11:00 AM - 1:00 PM MDT Shift 2: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM MDT
= ~ ~ o
_A
~~ o e
h — ) W 9 oe—\ -
/ ® o0 b
e o J
\ RN

Upcoming Events

e Service Unit Roundtable -
Tuesday, May 13, 2025



https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Bank%20Account%20Request%20Form_Updated_2023.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Emergency%20Procedures.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Girl-Adult%20Health%20History_Updated_2023.pdf
https://girlscoutsusa.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cMeN1LUh4Dw6xOC
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Safety%20Activity%20Checkpoints%202024-2026.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Trip%20and%20High%20Risk%20Activity%20Application.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/GSDSW%20Troop%20Disbandment%20Checklist.pdf
https://girlscoutsusa.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_54PsfWC6oRzRJGJ
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/documents/Volunteer%20Essentials%202024-2026%20(003).pdf

Resource Development

<

Silver City Giving Day
Saturday, May 3, 2025
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-:g JOIN OUR GIVING DAY

Support us and give back May 3, 2025

For more information, go to GiveGrandly.org

PEWAN BASIN

Permian Basin Gives
Tuesday, May 20, 2025

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR

MAY 20, 2025 Q)



https://www.givegrandly.org/organizations/girl-scouts-of-the-desert-southwest
https://permianbasingives.org/
https://www.givegrandly.org/organizations/girl-scouts-of-the-desert-southwest
https://permianbasingives.org/

Council Properties

. Council Property
. Building Rental / Usage

N

If you would like to use or rent Camp Mitre Peak or any of our program
centers for troop or service unit meetings, or for an event,
please visit the following links:

Camp Mitre Peak Rental Application

Troop/SU Meeting Property Rental Application

GSDSW Members and Troop Mitre Council Property Rental Application

Camp Mitre Peak, Alpine, TX Las Cruces, NM
Carlsbad, NM Midland, TX
Deming, NM Odessa, TX
El Paso, TX Roswell, NM
Fort Stockton, TX Silver City, NM
Hobbs, NM White Spur Hut, El Paso, TX**

**The White Spur Hut is now available for use.


https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/CMP-Rental-App/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/TroopSUProp/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/PropRentAppGSDSWTrpMitre/index

Around the Council

Retail Shops
Council Shop Hours*

El Paso
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
2:00 PM - 6:00 PM MDT
(Closed for lunch 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM)
1st Saturday of each month
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM MDT

Las Cruces
At the monthly Service Unit event
Pre-orders will also be delivered.

Midland
Tuesday and Thursday 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM CDT
1st & 3rd Saturday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM CDT

Odessa
Wednesday and Friday 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM CDT
2nd & 4th Saturday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM CDT

For locations, click here.
Shop orders will be placed on the second

Thursday of each month for special orders and
items not in stock.

*Subject to change due to unforeseen
circumstances.

Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest

Career Opportunities

Staff Accountant - El Paso
Customer Engagement Specialist - El Paso
Hobbs, Odessa, Roswell, and Silver City

Program Specialist - Midland

Resource Development Specialist - El Paso

Seasonal Office Assistant - El Paso
Membership Growth Specialist - El Paso, Hobbs,
Midland, Odessa, Silver City, Roswell

Seasonal Camp Positions here

Interested candidates should email
careers@gsdsw.org with resumes

and cover letter.

If your service unit is
organizing an event and you
would like to have the GSDSW
Mobile Store present, please
complete and submit this
request form at least one
month before the event.


https://www.gsdsw.org/en/discover/our-council/visit/Retail_Stores.html
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/job-positions/Staff%20Accountant%20Job%20Description.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsdsw/documents/Community%20Engagement%20Specialist.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/job-positions/Customer%20Engagement%20Specialist.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsdsw/documents/Community%20Engagement%20Specialist.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsdsw/documents/Community%20Engagement%20Specialist.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/content/dam/gsdsw-redesign/job-positions/Program%20Specialist1.pdf
https://www.gsdsw.org/en/discover/our-council/Careers.html
mailto:yzavala@gsdsw.org
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/StoreRequest/index
https://fs16.formsite.com/gsdsw/StoreRequest/index

